
Hockey was the newest name of the game at the 
University at Buffalo when Burt H. Rubin, BA ’74, 

arrived as a student. UB had elevated hockey from a club  
to a varsity sport in 1969, and Rubin served the team as  
a manager, trainer and assistant coach under Edward  
Wright, the university’s first full-time professional hockey 
head coach.
 The hockey team of that era was very competitive,  
Burt says, and faced “a number of Division I programs  
that were, and still are, recognized as the elite of college 
hockey,” including Ohio State, St. Lawrence, Clarkson  
and Vermont. 
 Being a part of the UB hockey team made a huge 
difference in the life of the solitary student from Queens, 
New York.
 “When I showed up [at UB] at 17, I didn’t know anyone,” 
Burt recalls. “I got involved with the hockey team and 
became part of a family, which we still are today, 40 years 
later.” The experience inspired Burt to pledge a $1.5 million 
gift in his will to UB Athletics—the largest planned gift in the 
program’s history.
 “Sports, no matter the level, teaches kids the larger 
lessons of life, lessons that will help them more than they 
know following their graduation,” Burt says. “The way the 
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UB Athletics program has turned around, the regional 
and national exposure it has garnered, that has given me 
immense pride. The thought of helping future generations 
of UB students to share the opportunity I was given was 
something I really wanted to do.”
 Since graduation, Burt has kept in touch with several UB 
hockey alumni, who reunite regularly to watch not hockey 
but football. 
 “A number of UB hockey alums have made it a point to 
get together every year at Super Bowl time to visit and stay 
connected. We’ve done that for over 35 years,” Burt says. “It 
gives all of us an opportunity to visit with Coach Wright, 
who had a positive influence on us as students and athletes. 
This has transformed into a lifelong friendship with Ed for 
many of us.”
 They also get together to attend UB homecoming weekends. 
 “Coach Wright, me and a couple other local UB hockey 
alums started another annual ritual by having a hockey 
reunion every UB homecoming weekend,” Burt says. “It 
began four or five years ago with a handful of us and has 

now grown to where we have 40 to 50 former hockey 
players and their families attend. It’s a great weekend to 
return to campus, visit and watch a UB football game.” 
 These reunions also spurred Burt’s pledged gift.
 “Our reconnecting as friends and teammates at the past 
few homecomings was a factor for sure and made me realize 
how much I benefited by coming to UB. It has afforded 
me some great friends, it prepared me for my professional 
life after college, and it was important to me to show my 
appreciation by giving back to this school,” Burt says.
 While he wishes UB still had a hockey program, he’s 
happy to have pledged a gift that will benefit all UB student 
athletes. He only hopes that others will give to UB as he has.
 “Having talked with UB Athletic Director Allen Greene, 
I understand that there are priorities that need to be 
addressed for the overall program at this time, and I am 
very comfortable that Allen and the athletics program will 
make good decisions with my gift,” Burt says. “I also hope 
that it might motivate others to consider giving back.” 
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What’s Your UB Passion?
Contact the Office of Gift Planning at (877) 825-3422 or 

dev-pg@buffalo.edu to learn how you can follow in Burt’s 

footsteps and support your passion at UB with a planned gift.  



Having a will provides an opportunity to create a legacy 
that you and your loved ones can feel good about. Our 
FREE guide Make Your Final Wishes Come True explains 
the advantages and how it works. Simply return the 
enclosed reply card to request your copy today. 

www.buffalo.edu/giving/planned 3

Bequests for the benefit of the 

University at Buffalo should be made to the 

University at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., which 

accepts, manages and distributes gifts on behalf 

of the university. The following sample bequest 

language will ensure your gift directly benefits 

the UB campus community for the purpose 

you specify.  

“I give, devise and bequeath to the University 

at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit 

education corporation headquartered in 

Buffalo, NY, [(the sum of $_____) or 

(_____ percent of my estate) or (the property 

described herein) or (the remainder of  

my estate)] to benefit the University at Buffalo.”

An easy and flexible way to support your 

hope for UB is to designate UB as a beneficiary of 

your retirement plan assets or insurance policies. 

 Simply contact your retirement plan  

administrator or insurance company for a 

change-of-beneficiary form, name UB and the 

percentage you would like us to receive on the 

form, and return the form to your plan  

administrator or insurance company. 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can 

give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a 

qualified charity such as UB without having to 

pay income taxes on the money. If you have not 

yet taken your required minimum distribution 

for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift 

can satisfy all or part of that requirement. 

 Your gift will be put to use today, allowing 

you to see the difference your contribution 

makes at UB.

Name UB as a Beneficiary

Give to UB Through Your IRA

Remember UB in Your Will 

Share Your Spirit of Giving  
It’s Time to Start a New Tradition 

Teaching those closest to you about the importance of helping 
others is a true gift that has lasting impact. 

 As the year comes to a close, family and giving may be on your mind, 
making this a perfect time to share your charitable goals with your loved 
ones. To begin, set aside time to talk. During this discussion, share your 
vision, goals and ideas. Ask your family to consider how they might want 
to get involved in your charitable giving plans. 
 After you’ve had the opportunity to talk, make sure to follow up to 
discuss the specific charities you support or would like to support, volunteer 
opportunities and traditions that can be started within your family.

Take Action
Once you know the causes and passions that inspire your family, you can 
begin to seek out ways to give back. This could include connecting them 
with the causes you support or setting up plans for carrying out your wishes. 
 You can also make a difference as a family today. During this holiday 
season, consider starting a new tradition with your family: Make an 
annual donation to support your favorite cause. 
 We are happy to provide you with information to share with your 
family about the University at Buffalo and how your generosity helps 
shape our future. Simply contact the Office of Gift Planning at  
(877) 825-3422 or dev-pg@buffalo.edu.
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University   at Buffalo • Office of Gift Planning
901 Kimball Tower • Buffalo, NY 14214
Toll-free (877) 825-3422
www.buffalo.edu/giving/planned

The Gift Planning Team
From left: Wendy Irving, Esq., Assistant Vice President for  

Gift Planning; James Bender, CFRE, Gift Planning Officer;  

JoAnn O’Rourke, Administrative Assistant
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We’re Here to Help
Let Us Show You How You Can Benefit 
From a Planned Gift

Would you like to learn more about how you can help 
students in need, support innovative research and 
leave your legacy at UB? We’d be happy to discuss 
some of the ways in which you may be able to leave 
a lasting legacy here at UB. Please call us toll-free at 
(877) 825-3422, or email us at dev-pg@buffalo.edu if 
you’d like to discuss an idea.
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VICTOR E. BULL

100 300
undergraduate programs,

including combined degrees

More than 
128,000 ALUMNI 
in New York State

More than 
240,000 ALUMNI  
in 146 countries

Edmund B. Hayes Hall  |  From late-19th-century 

insane asylum to 21st-century architecture and planning 

education facility…The iconic Hayes Hall has just 

completed a five year renovation capped off by being 

named to the National Register of Historic Places. 
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