
Roberta, MLS ’74, BA ’70, and George Stevens have two 
reasons for giving to the University at Buffalo: To help 

students experience international travel and to help future 
ophthalmology patients see the world. 
 The couple recently made a $2 million bequest commitment 
to UB. Once realized, half of the bequest will go toward vision 
research—particularly studies of macular degeneration, which 
is prevalent in Roberta’s family—in the Department of 
Ophthalmology. 
 The other half will be designated to support study abroad 
for students in the College of Arts and Sciences. 
 Travel has competed in the past with the couple’s busy 
schedules. George works for the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, and Roberta, a former president of 
the American Library Association, recently retired as an 
outreach officer at the Library of Congress. But they found 
time to visit many nations around the globe and can attest to 
the importance of seeing the world.
 “Experiencing other countries firsthand,” Roberta says, 
“is the most direct route to fully understanding our place in 
the world. It allows us to get to know the business, culture, 
intellectual dynamics and physical surroundings of these 
countries. To be competitive, we cannot rest on our laurels. 
We have to understand how we compete with other nations, 
and to do that, we have to know how they function.”  
 For that reason, she adds, the couple is giving to UB 
students, who especially need to experience actual—not 
virtual—travel.
 “This gift is aimed at ensuring UB students will become 
more aware of the world around us and not just through 
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Through their bequest to UB, George and Roberta 
Stevens help students see the world.



Having an effective estate plan allows you to 
distribute your assets in a tax-wise manner that 

accomplishes what you want. Here are 10 things you 
should do when creating your estate plan. It’s wise to 
contact an attorney to help you.

Decide which people and charities should receive 
your assets and whether the bequests should be made 

outright or in a trust. You can contact us to learn about 
your options for remembering UB in your estate plans.

  
Choose a trusted family member, friend or professional 
fiduciary—such as a bank or trust company—to 

administer your estate, which includes following the 
directions in your will and distributing assets.

Prepare an advanced directive (often called a 
health care power of attorney) to indicate who 

should make health care decisions on your behalf if you 
become incapacitated. Also, decide if you want a living 
will, which directs that no extraordinary life-sustaining 
medical procedures shall be used to prolong life when it is 
medically determined that no hope of recovery remains.

Spell out funeral plans, including the names of people 
you want contacted at your death.

Steps to a Better Estate
Fulfill Your Wishes With a Plan 
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An attorney can help save your loved ones 

money and heartache in the long run. Seek 

legal advice before finalizing your estate plan. 

10

1

2

3

4



Steps to a Better Estate
Fulfill Your Wishes With a Plan 

Visit www.giving.buffalo.edu/planned  
to find gift and estate planning tips that 
can help you accomplish your goals.

You can make a big difference with just a little effort by including a gift to benefit the University at Buffalo 

in your will or living trust. Learn more about this easy way to make a difference by requesting our free guide 

Extend Your Impact by returning the enclosed survey.

3www.giving.buffalo.edu/planned

social media, that they can 
go and see how nations 
function,” she says. “We hope the 
fund this gift establishes will allow students to 
broaden their educational experiences and enrich 
their career opportunities through study outside 
of the United States.”
 Giving to the ophthalmology department also 
has special meaning for Roberta, who witnessed 
family members struggling with hereditary 
retinal and macular degeneration. She and 
George hope to “lessen the likelihood of others 
experiencing its effects.”
 “My father and all of his siblings have suffered 
from it. So I’ve been very aware of the research in 
that area because it affects such a large number 
of individuals in their later years. We have more 
people living to advanced age and it has become 
a concern for more people,” Roberta says. “The 
goal of this gift will be to establish a fund that 
supports vision research leading to treatments 
that reduce or eliminate these diseases.”

Continued from Page 1

Remembering us in your will is an easy way 
to make a difference. Simply contact us today  
at (877) 825-3422 or dev-pg@buffalo.edu 
to learn more.

Couple’s Bequest Will  
Make a World of 
Difference at UB

Calculate your net worth and list all of your financial 
assets; be sure to include bank account numbers, 

insurance policies and retirement plan assets.

Give careful thought as to who should receive treasured 
family items.

Record where assets are located, where copies of prior 
years’ tax returns can be found, and the name of your 

accountant and estate lawyer.

Put together a list of all of your personal data, including 
your Social Security number and date of birth.

List the locations of valuable documents, such as your 
vehicle title and your marriage certificate.

Make sure that your will is available outside of your 
safe-deposit box, which in some states can be closed 

when you die and not immediately accessible.
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Simple Steps to Help



University   at Buffalo • Office of Gift Planning
901 Kimball Tower • Buffalo, NY 14214
Toll-free (877) 825-3422
www.giving.buffalo.edu/planned

The Gift Planning Team
From left: Wendy Irving, Esq., Assistant Vice President for Gift Planning; 

Neil Dengler, Gift Planning Officer; Loraine Yates, Gift Planning Officer;  

JoAnn O’Rourke, Administrative Assistant; Karen Carleton, Administrative Assistant

An easy and flexible way to support our future 

is to designate UB as a beneficiary of your  

retirement plan assets or insurance policies. 

 Simply contact your retirement plan  

administrator or insurance company for a 

change-of-beneficiary form, name UB and the 

percentage you would like us to receive on the 

form, and return the form to your plan  

administrator or insurance company. 

Naming UB as a Beneficiary
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We’re Here to Help
Let Us Show You How You Can 
Benefit From a Planned Gift

Would you like to learn more about how 
you can help students in need, support 
innovative research and leave your 
legacy at UB? We’d be happy to discuss 
some of the ways in which you may be 
able to leave a lasting legacy here at UB. 
Please call us toll-free at (877) 825-3422, 
or email us at dev-pg@buffalo.edu if 
you’d like to discuss an idea.

What’s Your  
UB Connection?
Calling all alumni, former faculty 

and staff, neighbors, friends, and 

supporters: We want to know how 

you’re connected to UB. 

 The enclosed survey card includes 

a space for you to wax poetic about 

chicken wings or reminisce about 

lake effect snowstorms—whatever 

you remember most about your time 

at UB, we’d love to hear about it.

 Jot down a few sentences and we 

may include your UB connection in a 

future newsletter. We hope to hear 

from many of you!

Remembering UB in Your Will 
Bequests for the benefit of the University at Buffalo should be made to the University 

at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., which accepts, manages and distributes gifts on behalf of 

the university. The following sample bequest language will ensure that your gift directly 

benefits the UB campus community for the purpose you specify.  

“I give, devise and bequeath to the University at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit 

education corporation headquartered in Buffalo, NY, [(the sum of $_____) or 

(_____ percent of my estate) or (the property described herein) or (the remainder of  

my estate)] to benefit the University at Buffalo.”


