
Dr. A. James Felli, a 1976 graduate of the School of Dental 
Medicine, established a charitable gift annuity that will 

ultimately benefit the School of Dental Medicine at UB and provides 
him with an income tax deduction and secure, fixed income for life. A 
longtime supporter of the school of Dental Medicine, Dr. Felli recently 
augmented his philanthropic dedication to UB with a commitment 
of $100,000 to provide a major face-lift to the current library space 
within the Department of Orthodontics. 
 Dr. Felli’s gift is made in memory of longtime department member 
Dr. John Cunat ’52, who passed away in July of 2016. Dr. Cunat, a 
professor emeritus, retired from the UB School of Dental Medicine in 
1995 after having served as chair of the Department of Orthodontics 
for over 30 years. The newly renovated space funded by Dr. Felli’s 
philanthropic gift will be known as the Dr. John Cunat Library, and is 
among the first of numerous upgrades within the department.
 “We are truly appreciative of Dr. Felli’s generosity,” says Wendy 
Irving, Associate Vice President for Individual and Planned Giving. 
“His commitment to UB is a great example of the multiple ways one 
can establish their own legacy while honoring the legacies of those 
who have given so much to the university,” Wendy adds. 
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Gift Provides Face-Lift to Dental  
School Library, Honors Late Professor

Continued on Page 2

Dr. A. James Felli and his wife, Gaile, are 
supporting the future of the School of Dental 
Medicine with their current and planned gifts.
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 Along with these long-overdue upgrades, the Department 
of Orthodontics is also looking to honor faculty like Dr. Cunat, 
as well as other longtime faculty members in the new clinic. 
As Wendy notes, “Now, more than ever, we need private 
support from individuals and corporations to keep up our 
facilities, build endowments and support students.”

Continued from Page 1
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Gift Provides Face-Lift  
to Dental School Library

Create a Lasting Tribute at UB
To learn more about planning a gift in 
honor of someone who has had an impact 
on your life, please contact Wendy Irving 
at (877) 825-3422 or irving@buffalo.edu. 

13:1 UB’s undergraduate  
student-to-faculty ratio

4,045 No. 41
first-year students 

enrolled at UB this fall

among the nation’s best public 
and national universities 
according to U.S. News &  
World Report

A RECORD-BREAKING
ALL-TIME HIGH RANKING OF

More than 
135,000 UB ALUMNI 
live or work in New York State

UB has more than 
249,000 ALUMNI  
representing every 
state and 147 countries

New York State provides less than 22 percent of UB’s annual 
revenue; the university relies on private support to 
increase student opportunities.

Did You Know?
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Bequests for the benefit of the 

University at Buffalo should be made to the 

University at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., which 

accepts, manages and distributes gifts on behalf 

of the university. The following sample bequest 

language will ensure your gift directly benefits 

the UB campus community for the purpose 

you specify.  

“I give, devise and bequeath to the University 

at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit 

education corporation headquartered in 

Buffalo, NY, [(the sum of $_____) or 

(_____ percent of my estate) or (the property 

described herein) or (the remainder of  

my estate)] to benefit the University at Buffalo.”

An easy and flexible way to support your 

hope for UB is to designate UB as a beneficiary of 

your retirement plan assets or insurance policies. 

 Simply contact your retirement plan  

administrator or insurance company for a 

change-of-beneficiary form, name UB and the 

percentage you would like us to receive on the 

form, and return the form to your plan  

administrator or insurance company. 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can 

give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a 

qualified charity such as UB without having to 

pay income taxes on the money. If you have not 

yet taken your required minimum distribution 

for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift 

can satisfy all or part of that requirement. 

 Your gift will be put to use today, allowing 

you to see the difference your contribution 

makes at UB.

Name UB as a Beneficiary

Give to UB Through Your IRA

Remember UB in Your Will 

Get a Jump on 2018
Cross Estate Planning Off 
Your To-Do List

A new year is the perfect time to take stock of where you’re at in 
your estate planning. When surveying your plan, make sure you 

review the following:
   Wills and trusts. Review your will or trust following any life change 

such as a birth, death, marriage or a move to a different state. This 
is particularly important because each state has its own laws. For 
example, the ownership of your assets may be impacted if you move 
from a separate property state (like New York) to a community 
property state (like Arizona).

   Beneficiary designations. Remove any beneficiary on your life 
insurance or retirement plans who is deceased or is a former 
spouse, and consider adding a charitable organization like the 
University at Buffalo.

   Durable power of attorney. Make sure your durable powers of 
attorney for financial matters and health care are current. A copy 
of the financial power of attorney should be given to your family 
members, while a copy of your health care power of attorney (also 
called a health care proxy) should be provided to both family 
members and health care providers. 

   Safe-deposit box. Catalog the contents of your safe-deposit box. 
Give a written copy to a trusted family member and note any items 
you are holding for someone else.

   Bank or brokerage accounts. Name designated heirs or UB as 
recipients of bank or brokerage account proceeds at your death.*

   Charitable contributions. If you’ve included a gift to UB in your 
estate plan, review the details of your gift and let us—and your 
loved ones—know of your intentions. This will guarantee that your 
wishes are carried out as desired after your lifetime.
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3*State laws govern payable-on-death accounts and transfer-on-death accounts. Please consult with 
your bank representative or investment advisor if you are considering these gifts.

Need Help?
If you have questions about your estate plan or how you 
can support UB with a tax-wise gift this year or through 
your estate, please contact us. We are happy to help.
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The Planned Giving Team
From left: Wendy Irving, Esq., Associate Vice President for Individual and 

Planned Giving; James Bender, CFRE, Gift Planning Officer; JoAnn O’Rourke, 

Administrative Assistant; Kara O’Neil, Planned Giving Coordinator
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Want to learn more about gifts that give back?  

Call Wendy Irving at (877) 825-3422 or email  

irving@buffalo.edu to ask about charitable gift annuities.

If you would like to make a donation to the University 
at Buffalo and are interested in supplementing your 

income during retirement, consider a charitable gift annuity. 

Q. What is a charitable gift annuity?
A. It’s a contract with UB in which:
 •  You agree to make an irrevocable contribution.
 •  UB agrees to make fixed payments to you each year 

for your lifetime. (You can have the payments benefit 
others, too, such as your spouse.) 

 •  Ultimately, the gift annuity remainder helps support the 
UB cause you choose.

Q. What are the benefits?
A. It’s a gift that:
 •  Enables you to meet your charitable goals.
 •  Provides you with tax-favored lifetime payments.
 •  Offers immediate income tax savings (when you itemize).

Charitable Gift Annuities Q&A
If you are retired and depend on stock dividends for 
income, consider funding a gift annuity with those stocks. 
That way, you’ll still receive income from the assets—in 
many cases, in higher amounts.

Q. What payments can I expect?
A. The rate of payment is determined by the ages of those 
receiving payments at the time of the contribution—the 
older the recipients, the higher the rate. Payment rates, 
which can be as high as 9 percent, are locked in for the 
duration of the gift annuity. 

Through a charitable gift annuity, 

you’ll support the University at 

Buffalo, receive fixed payments for 

life and obtain a sizable income tax 

deduction. To learn more, send for 

our FREE guide The Key to Securing 

Extra Retirement Income by 

returning the enclosed reply card.

Discover Solutions  
and Benefits for You

California residents: Annuities are subject to regulation by the State of California. Payments under such 
agreements, however, are not protected or otherwise guaranteed by any government agency or the California Life 
and Health Insurance Guarantee Association. Oklahoma residents: A charitable gift annuity is not regulated by the 
Oklahoma Insurance Department and is not protected by a guaranty association affiliated with the Oklahoma Insurance 
Department. South Dakota residents: Charitable gift annuities are not regulated by and are not under the jurisdiction 
of the South Dakota Division of Insurance.


