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Continuing Influence
Late Professor to Impact UB Students for Generations to Come

Peter Ayers Nickerson

“This gift was his way of
helping future students
who he wouldn’t have the
pleasure of knowing.”
—Michael Cain, vice president for health
sciences and dean of the Jacobs School of
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences

The late Peter Ayers Nickerson, a beloved University at Buffalo
faculty member who spent nearly 50 years teaching in the Jacobs
School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, has given $4.5 million to
the school through a bequest in his will.
Nickerson’s gift will endow a faculty position, the Peter A. Nickerson,
Ph.D., professor and chair in the Department of Pathology and Anatomical
Sciences, where he taught for nearly 50 years. John E. Tomaszewski,
SUNY Distinguished Professor, has been named the first Nickerson
chair. The remaining gift will create the Peter A. Nickerson, Ph.D., Dean’s
Fund at the Jacobs School, which will ensure the academic priorities
Nickerson held dear are funded for years to come.
Nickerson’s generosity did not surprise any who knew him. To
Nickerson, teaching was not just a job; it was his life’s passion.
“Peter gave so much of himself to the university during his
lifetime, and his legacy at UB will truly be cemented through this
transformational gift,” notes Wendy Irving, associate vice president
for planned giving. “His students and his academic work were so
important to him, and now these priorities will continue to benefit
from his generosity.”
“Peter was revered by his students, many of whom stayed in touch with
him long after leaving UB,” says Michael Cain, vice president for health
sciences and dean of the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences.
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“His legacy of love for education and serving his students will live
on through the department chair and dean’s fund named for him.
This gift was his way of helping future students who he wouldn’t
have the pleasure of knowing.”
“This love for UB, the campus, the faculty, the students,
the academic life was to define Peter as time went on. He was
Mr. UB,” says Reid Heffner, SUNY Distinguished Teaching
Professor Emeritus of Pathology and Anatomical Sciences.
In September, the UB community held a memorial
celebration of Nickerson, who died February 2, 2017 at the
age of 75. Several of his fellow faculty members and staff
colleagues spoke about his many accomplishments during
his career.
As Heffner puts it, “Peter was head of practically
everything,” in his department and throughout UB.

Primarily, Nickerson will be remembered by those who knew
him for his kindness and love of teaching.
He ran a student-centered classroom in which students
researched and taught topics to each other under his guidance.
Students also talk about his popular undergraduate honors
seminar—called “What Did They Die From?”—that studied
disease by delving into the biographies and deaths of
famous people. Perhaps most of all, they remember
the snacks Nickerson would bring to evening seminars,
guaranteeing none of them went hungry while in class over
the dinner hour.
And with his final act of extraordinary generosity, he
will be remembered for generations by the institution he
cherished.

You can support UB in areas that matter most to you. Contact
Wendy Irving at (877) 825-3422 or irving@buffalo.edu to learn more
about how you can create a meaningful, lasting legacy at UB.

New Tax Laws and You
Recent tax reform has brought
changes to income tax brackets,
deductions and the estate tax,
among other things. We’ll help you
understand the changes in our new
guide 2018 Charitable Giving in
the Wake of Tax Reform. Simply
return the enclosed reply card for
your complimentary copy.

Best Charitable Gifts
to Make in 2018
Remember UB in Your Will
With the introduction of tax reform this year, you may be looking at
your finances and wondering how you can continue to be charitable
in 2018. There are many ways you can make a difference at the University
at Buffalo while enjoying potential financial benefits for yourself.

Here are some smart ways to give in 2018:
• Donate appreciated stock: With the stock market at or near alltime highs, give your appreciated stocks to a nonprofit like UB and
eliminate potential capital gains tax.
• Name UB as a beneficiary of retirement plan assets: These assets
remain taxable when distributed to a loved one but are tax-free when
given directly to a nonprofit organization like UB.
• Give from your IRA (if age 70½ or older): Regardless of whether
you itemize your taxes, this gift helps you fulfill your required
minimum distribution and is not considered taxable income.
• Gifts of real estate: Many real estate markets are enjoying gains.
Appreciated real estate may be subject to capital gains tax unless
donated to charity or transferred to a charitable trust.

Talk With Your Tax Professional
There are many ways you can give this
year that not only make a difference
at UB, but offer you benefits as
well. Please consult with your tax or
financial advisors to determine the best
charitable giving strategies for you.

We Can Help
We are grateful for your philanthropic investment in the
future of UB. Please contact Wendy Irving at (877) 825-3422
to discuss how you can create an enduring legacy that speaks
to your interests and values.

buffalo.planmylegacy.org

What if all you had to do to ensure that
University at Buffalo can help people for years
to come is to write a simple sentence? Sound
impossible?
Securing the future of our students really
is as simple as one sentence. By including a
gift to UB in your will, you can support our
educational and research mission tomorrow
without giving away any of your assets today.
Bequests for the benefit of the University
at Buffalo should be made to the University
at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., which accepts,
manages and distributes gifts on behalf of
the university. The following sample bequest
language will ensure your gift directly benefits
the UB campus community for the purpose
you specify.

Use This Language
“I give, devise and bequeath to the University
at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit
education corporation headquartered in
Buffalo, NY, [(the sum of $_____) or
(_____ percent of my estate) or (the property
described herein) or (the remainder of
my estate)] to benefit the University at Buffalo.”

How You Benefit
Including UB in your will is a popular way
to give because it is:
• Affordable. The actual giving of your gift
occurs after your lifetime, so your current
income is not affected.
• Flexible. Until your will goes into effect,
you are free to alter your plans or change
your mind.
• Versatile. You can give a specific item, a
set amount of money or a percentage of
your estate. You can also make your gift
contingent upon certain events.

How to Leave a Legacy

at UB in 5 Minutes

Our Research Changes Lives
UB students and faculty are applying their

One of the easiest gifts you can make is to name the
University at Buffalo as a beneficiary of one of your
assets, such as your retirement plan or life insurance policy.
Here’s how:
1. C
 ontact the administrator of your retirement plan,
insurance policy or bank account for a change-ofbeneficiary form or simply download a form from
your provider’s website.
2. D
 ecide what percentage of the account you wish
to give to UB and name us, along with the stated
percentage, on the form.
3. S ign and return the form to your plan administrator
or insurance company.
4. B
 e sure to let us know that you have named us as a
beneficiary so we can contact your administrator at
the appropriate time and put your gift to work as
you intend.

knowledge to a diversity of projects addressing local
and global challenges. The research we do touches
lives around the world and drives the growth of the
Buffalo-Niagara and New York State economies.

Hope for Autism
New UB research shows that an anticancer drug restored social deficits in
animal models of autism, offering the
first evidence of a treatment for the
disorder’s behavioral symptoms.

Ease Burden on Caregivers
UB researchers and occupational
therapy students are developing a
program that aims to ease the burden
on caregivers, allowing them to provide
better care for elderly adults with dementia.

KEY BENEFIT
Beneficiary designations offer built-in peace of
mind. Your current budget isn’t affected because
you make the gift after your lifetime, and you
can change your mind at any time.

Link Between Music and Cognition
New research from UB’s Graduate
School of Education explores the link
between music and cognitive activities
in infants, which may lead to insights
on the best ways to teach children.
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