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WWII Veteran’s Charitable Gift Annuity
to Support New Lounge for Student Vets
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Efner “Lucky” Davis shakes hands with offensive
lineman Jacob Byron at the coin toss of the Bulls
game against Army earlier this fall. Davis and UB
student veteran Shaun Boadi, in fatigues, were
honorary captains for the game.

A World War II veteran has funded a charitable gift annuity to
UB to support creation of a lounge for student veterans in the
Office of Veteran Services’ future home in Diefendorf Hall.
The irrevocable deferred gift by Efner “Lucky” Davis was
announced on Veterans Day as part of UB’s annual celebration
honoring the university’s veteran and military service members.
It is the lead gift in a fundraising campaign to create the new space
for Veteran Services, which is expected to move from its current home
in Allen Hall to Diefendorf in fall 2017.
The new lounge space will be named the Efner “Lucky” Davis
Veterans’ Lounge.
“Basically, the only reason I gave was for the veterans,” says Davis,
who made the gift to the university by establishing a gift annuity that
will pay him income for life.
Davis served in the Pacific Theater during World War II, specifically
in Guadalcanal, Bougainville and Louzan, and took part in the
occupation of Sendi, Japan, in January 1946. He served an additional
four years in the reserves.
The 91-year-old veteran says he wants to do anything he can for his
fellow veterans.
“No returning combat veteran is ever the same person that he
was when he left, and trying to get them back is not easy,” he says. “It
hasn’t been easy for me, and consequently, if we can help them in any
way, we should.”
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His gift supporting the lounge is, Davis says, “mainly to
allow these guys to kind of relax and fit back in.”
Davis, who served as a combat medic, said he earned his
nickname when, toward the end of the war, he was shot at
while carrying a pack with 400 rounds of ammunition and
some grenades.
“A sniper put a bullet right through the pack and nothing
blew up,” he recalls. “From then on, everyone called me Lucky.”
The Office of Veteran Services helps student veterans
adapt to life at UB by offering reliable services and a strong
growing community, as well as a student lounge. The office
devotes much of its efforts to helping students process
paperwork from both the federal Veterans Administration
and from the university to help with enrollment. Students
also are connected to services that will assist with financial,
interpersonal or academic challenges.

“No returning combat veteran is ever the same
person that he was when he left, and trying to get
them back is not easy. It hasn’t been easy for me.
And consequently, if we can help them in any
way, we should.”
—Efner “Lucky” Davis

If you would like to learn more about making a gift
to UB that makes a real difference for our students,
like Lucky did, please contact Wendy Irving today at
(877) 825-3422 to get started.

3 Big Reasons Why You
Need a Will

1

More than two-thirds of American adults don’t have a will.* You
wouldn’t think about driving to work without wearing your seat
belt. So why would you risk leaving those you love unprotected by
skipping this important document?
If you pass away without a will, consider how these important people
in your life will be impacted:
1. Your spouse might have to share your estate with other relatives.
The laws of the state where you live determine how much of your
estate goes to your spouse. Some states give your spouse one-third
of your estate, with your children sharing the rest. In certain states,
your parents, siblings and other relatives could get a cut—whether
you want them to or not.
2. Your children could get equal shares. At first glance, this might
not seem like a problem. However, perhaps one child has played
a greater role in your caregiving or you gave one child assistance
during a financially difficult time. Do you intend to even things out
by leaving your children different shares of your estate? Without a
will, the state won’t take this into consideration.
3. Your favorite charities will receive nothing. You likely have
charitable causes, such as UB, that are important to you. When you
create a will, you can include a gift that supports our future. If you
pass away without a will, no state has laws that allow your estate to
make charitable gifts.
*2016 NMI Healthy Aging Database® Study

The UB Fund. Enhancing
academic innovation.
Supports opportunities
for students to engage
in research, community
engagement, develop
global perspectives and
entrepreneurialism.

Don’t Leave Your Loved
Ones Unprotected
Creating a will that protects
the important people in your
life is an act of love. So stop
putting off this important task.
We’re here to help you start the
process—just contact Wendy
Irving at (877) 825-3422 today.

buffalo.planmylegacy.org

Remember UB in Your Will

Bequests for the benefit of the
University at Buffalo should be made to the
University at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., which
accepts, manages and distributes gifts on behalf
of the university. The following sample bequest
language will ensure your gift directly benefits
the UB campus community for the purpose
you specify.
“I give, devise and bequeath to the University
at Buffalo Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit
education corporation headquartered in
Buffalo, NY, [(the sum of $_____) or
(_____ percent of my estate) or (the property
described herein) or (the remainder of
my estate)] to benefit the University at Buffalo.”
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Name UB as a Beneficiary

3

Give to UB Through Your IRA

An easy and flexible way to support your
hope for UB is to designate UB as a beneficiary of
your retirement plan assets or insurance policies.
Simply contact your retirement plan
administrator or insurance company for a
change-of-beneficiary form, name UB and the
percentage you would like us to receive on the
form, and return the form to your plan
administrator or insurance company.

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can
give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a
qualified charity such as UB without having to
pay income taxes on the money. If you have not
yet taken your required minimum distribution
for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift
can satisfy all or part of that requirement.
Your gift will be put to use today, allowing
you to see the difference your contribution
makes at UB.

It Doesn’t Have to Be All or Nothing

How to Be Charitable When Resources Are Limited
We realize the importance of providing for family
and other loved ones after you’re gone, and
supporting UB doesn’t mean that they’ll be forgotten. If
your retirement savings or life insurance policy is part
of your inheritance plan, there’s an easy way to benefit
both your heirs and UB students.
You can split your retirement plan assets and life
insurance policy among your heirs and designate a
percentage to support UB.

Even 1 Percent

MATTERS

Make Your Gift in 3 Easy Steps
Easy as 1, 2, 3
Here’s how to give your gift:
1. C
 ontact the administrator of your retirement
account or insurance policy and request a changeof-beneficiary form.
2. D
 ecide what percentage of the account or policy’s
value you wish to give UB and name us, along with
the stated percentage, on the beneficiary form.
3. R
 eturn the form to your plan administrator or
insurance company.

Giving a small percentage of your
retirement account or life insurance
policy can have a bigger impact at
UB than you might think. Contact us
today if you have questions about
naming us as a beneficiary. If you’ve
already named us as a beneficiary,
please let us know so that we can
thank you for your generosity.

BONUS: You can specify that your gift to UB be given
in honor of someone dear to you, leaving a legacy that
ensures that your loved one’s memory endures for years
to come.

In What Stage Is Your Plan?
Whether you are considering a will or need to update an existing one, our resource guides you
through every stage of planning. Simply return the enclosed reply card to request your FREE
copy of Your Will Planning Timeline.
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The Planned Giving Team
From left: Wendy Irving, Esq., Associate Vice President for Individual and
Planned Giving; James Bender, CFRE, Gift Planning Officer; JoAnn O’Rourke,
Administrative Assistant; Kara O’Neil, Planned Giving Coordinator
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